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Tue Tusercuuin Test. 


Two or three important questions are asked by a 
correspondent who desires exact information about the 
possible fraudulent use of tuberculin. The agitation 
now going on all over the kingdom has alarmed the 
owners of cattle, and very many are using tuberculin 
toassist in clearing their herds of disease. Some 
owners clear their stock by selling the animals that 
react and pay an extra price for all new purchases 
that are warranted by the dealer to stand the tuber- 
culin test. It is known that repeated doses of tuber- 
culin produce a state of the system in which no re- 
action follows injection. What is wanted is exact 
knowledge as to the time this immunity lasts, and 
what number of injections are required to enable a 
man to cheat without being found out. This know- 
ledge is desired, not for the purpose of assisting to 
disguise disease but to help veterinarians to protect 
their clients and to guard themselves against trick- 
ety. We should be very grateful for any information 
sent us. 


Meat Inspection. 


Most of the large towns in Britain now have 
veterinary surgeons as inspectors of meat. Even 
where they are not employed continuously in such 
work, they are called in by the authorities in all cases 
where an expert opinion is wanted. The City of 
London will next week appoint two veterinary in- 
spectors solely for the purposes of meat inspection. 
Only a week or two back the New Zealand Govern- 
ment appointed half-a-dozen M.R.C.V.S. for this 
Purpose, and we may expect that many more men 
will be required for the efficient performance of a 
duty the authorities are rapidly appreciating at its 
proper value, 

(All places are not equally progressive, and we 
notice that Aberdeen is hesitating. At a recent 
meeting ofthe Town Council the question of appoint- 
ing & veterinary surgeon as meat inspector was not 

‘ttled. The Public Health Committee were of 
pition that it would be “inadvisable to appoint a 
ey surgeon in the meantime.’’ We gather 
. m this that a little more education on the subject 
mpm and we hope the local practitioners will 
a n unison, bringing to bear every argument, and 
ran their interest to enlighten the Council. It 
. may that Aberdeen should take this course just 
a It Was believed the University desired to teach 
in xamine veterinary surgeons and grant veter- 
Heal Pertificates for proficiency in matters of Public 

It 'Sa little pitiful to hear members of our pro- 

0 publicly asserting that we do not educate our 


graduates to a standard necessary for such work as 
meat inspection and the control of animal disease in 
places where it may be transmitted to man. Such 
statements are grossly unfair in face of the fact that 
no veterinary surgeon can obtain a diploma until he 
has studied sanitation, hygiene, meat inspection, etc., 
and satisfied his examiners that he is proficient. No 
other classof menin the Kingdom dothis. Medical men 
may well be required to pass a special examination in 
Public Health. They are not taught the inspection of 
animals or the recognition of animal diseases in their 
regular curriculum, nor are they troubled with 
hygiene and sanitation. Even their diploma in 
Public Health is obtained with no knowledge —at all 
comperable to that of a veterinarian--of animals in 
health or disease. We have no desire to claim for 
veterinary surgeons more than is just, but it must be 
known to all sensible and fair-minded persons that 
on our own limited subject—domestic animals in 
health and disease—we are experts, other people 
amateurs. Four years good teaching and four ex- 
aminations which reject, at some period, fifty per 
cent. of the candidates ought to be sufficient protec- 
tion against idle and pessimistic theories. 


GRIEVANCES AND REMEDIES. 


All the letters we receive do not appear in The 
Record, many more would fail to reach the reader’s 
eye if we could fill up with better material. It is 
proverbial that most men imagine they would have 
become illustrious and rich in any other calling than 
that by which they obtain a living. They know 
nothing of the difficulties surrounding other voca- 
tions, and consequently exaggerate the drawbacks 
and worries of their own. It is a danger to feel too 
comfortable and satisfied. The most frequently re- 
peated accusation against our members, as units of 
a corporate body, is apathy. As individuals and as 
critics of each other considerable activity is displayed. 
What a number of us ‘“‘compound for sins we are 
inclined to, by damning those we have no mind to.” 
Some plain rules for remedying grievances seem de- 
sirable, and as a start we venture to offer a few :— 

Believe your neighbour is misguided and not. 
wicked, until you are sure. Set him a good example. 

When you have clear evidence of professional 
wrong, report it to the Registration Committee. 

Learn to know your fellows by association; this 
can be effected through membership of local societies. 

When you detect the majority of the profession 
going wrong, point out their error and endeavour to- 
correct it at the annual election of councilmen. 

An additional remedy for grievances has been sug- 
gested by Major Nunn. On page 525 his specific will 
be found—and it is one of which we heartily ap- 
prove. 
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CASES AND ARTICLES. 


NEURECTOMY FOR HOCK LAMENESS. 


The Veterinarian for April, 1898, p. 249, contains 
@ summary of a paper on the surgical treatment of 
spavin lameness by Dr. Bosi, of Bologna. He “ re- 
commends section of the posterior tibial nerve four or 
five centimetres above the hock and internal to the 
summit of the os calcis, the skin being cut along a 
line parallel to the tendo Achillis” ; and section of the 
anterior tibial nerve eight to ten centimetres above 
the bend of the hock, the incision being made on the 
hinder border of the extensor pedis, or between that 
muscle and the peroneus. Satisfactory results follow- 
ed six operations. 


In The Veterinarian for September, 1898, p. 518, 
an article by Prof. Fréhner, of Berlin, on ‘ Double 
Neurectomy (peroneal and tibial) for Spavin,” is 
translated by Mr. J. A. W. Dollar. Prof. Fréhner 
tested Dr. Bosi’s method in one case of spavin lame- 
ness, which had resisted firing, and in six days less 
than a month from the date of operation “lameness 
had permanently disappeared.” 


Being somewhat anxious to find a remedy of any 
sort for chronic lameness arising from bone spavin, | 
decided, after reading those very favourable con. 
munications, to give neurectomy a further trial. 

Since last November I have divided the anterior 
tibial and peroneal-cutaneous nerves in six cases of 
well marked spavin lameness, which had been treated 
without benefit by firing or blistering. The results 
are rather disappointing. Two of the horses continued 
quite as lame as they were before operation. A third 
might be described as going sound, and a fourth as 
distinctly improved. The fifth and sixth stand better 
and move less lame from side to side, but in the 
trot they are lame enough to attract attention. 

It should be stated that in these cases the posterior 
tibial nerve was not divided, as its section destroys 
the innervation of the foot. But apart from this 
objection, which is too serious to be disregarded, | 
have not seen spavin lameness removed by posterior 
tibial neurectomy—an operation that is sometimes 
advisable in cases of thickened flexor tendons. 

Unfortunately, the intimate distribution of the 
tarsal nerve branches is not well known, but rough 
examination suggests that five nerves require to be 
divided to ‘‘ unnerve ’’ the hock. Mutilation to that 
extent is hardly practicable. Experimental treat- 
ment proves that spavin lameness can seldom be 
abolished by section of one nerve, and least often by 
cutting the posterior tibial which sends few, if any, 


OVERDONE.” 
By Roserr Younes, M.R.C.V.S., St. Austell. 


Under the above heading I would describe 4 
peculiar ailment due to excessive muscular exertion 
in horses who are out of condition, and —— y 
unfit for the task they are put to. It was my lor 
tune to see two such cases last summer. One te 
young, hot-tempered, but green mare, and 
in a young horse in similar condition. a ia 
these was driven a very long journey, apparent fe 
‘good heart.” The former died, and very Tap! 
decomposed, in fact to such an extent that I one 
it unwise to open her. The symptoms I am ab but 
describe somewhat resembled those of laminitis, . 
1 am unable to find a description of such @ case 
any of our text-books. 
Date.—Feb. 5th, 1899. Time -— 
Subject.—Bay mare, six years old. 
lies in stable. I treated 
strangles in December, and with the mip a 
walking exercise for the last week or 80, ©” 


done nothing until Feb. 4th, when she was driveD 
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miles in a short time, and went, as the owner re- 


marked, “ like a train. 
eo Symptoms.—Pulse quick and full, respirations 


accelerated, visible mucous membranes slightly injec- 

ted, corneee completely infiltrated with a greenish- 

y coloured exudate. Temp. 104-2°, extremities 

ie varm. Inability to move, and great soreness of all 


anterior 
cases of 


— muscles, especially of back, loins and quarters, con- 

shinned tinual shifting of feet which are quite cool, great dis- 

A thin tention of colon with gas; no passage of feces or 
urine. 

— Treatment.—Found rectum empty, bladder enor- 


io th mously distended, passed catheter, urine very highly 
. coloured and frothy. Gave draught— 


ysterior RY Sode. sulpho. carb. SS. 
estroys Liq. Ammon. carb. a 
m this Tinct. Aconite (Flem.) mm v. 
rded, I Aque. ad. Oj. 
ysterior Removed shoes and applied hot poultices, fearing 
vetimes laminitis; friction to abdomen and hot rugs to 
loins. Prescribed same draught in two hours. 
of the Feb. 6th.—Time 9.30 a.m. Mare considerably 
rough improved, temp. 103°, breathing normal, cornee 
to be clearing, flatulence dispersed, passed catheter; re- 
io that moved feces coated with thick stringy mucus. With 
treat- great persuasion got her out of the stable and walked 
om be her about for ten minutes. No perceptible improve- 
¥ by ment in motion. Prescribed— 
Spts. wth. nit iss. 
Tine. Gent. 
of the Nux. vom. 3. 
But Aque. ad. Oj. 
yneous Mist. fet. haust. three times daily. Frequent 
icising short exercise and cold swabs to feet. 
8, two Feb 7th.—Time 9.830 a.m. Temp. 101-2’, cornes 
clear, appetite fair, bowels well open, urine passed 
BEN. with little inconvenience, feet cold, but still great 
—— soreness of muscles when first moved. Put on shoes, 


continued intermittent exercise. Mare gradually im- 
proved and to-day, Feb. 18th, is well. 
Kemarks.—I consider the mechanical removal of 


ell. fees and urine of utmost importance, as the patient 

too sore to do so voluntarily. The great relief 
‘be & Pras, after the urine is removed clearly shows the 
ortion istress caused by the distended bladder. This also 
nently to some degree, account for the peculiar appear- 
y for- rhe the eyes as seen in uremic intoxication. The 
sin a initration of corner is a different colour to that 
sother . In ordinary traumatic ophthalmia, assuming, as 
sh of Oe stated, a greenish hue. No doubt the opacity 


ogy to exudation of serum from venous hyperemia. 
; why the green colour? Possibly from rapid 
senerative changes in the connective tissue cells of 
itn ee? The flatulence doubtless is due to 
ted a water when the digestive system is debilita- 
itn containing very little food. The peculiar 
'B of the feet, gait, sudden jerking up of head, 
Possible re of hind quarters are also characteristic. 
Minion” the lamine are congested, but I am of 
rion that the feet have little to do with such cases, 
ed cool throughout: neither does the rapid 
a Point to foot mischief. We often do not 
Correct history as to the cause, the owner 


being justly ashamed of himself, and we are at a great. 
loss to account for the state of our patient. 

I learned that the night before I saw this mare she 
was deathly cold and bathed in sweat after her 
journey. One occasionally sees such cases in unfit. 
hunters after a long run. The rapid decomposition 
of the mare mentioned which died no doubt is due to 
the excessive venous congestion. 


TUBERCULIN REACTION. 


There are two or three questions concerning tuber- 
culin which veterinary surgeons may be asked, and 
to which the experience of some of us may afford 
trustworthy answers. I confess I am not able to give 
positive answers myself, and so invite, through The 
Record, any experience readers may possess. The 
questions are :— 

1. How many doses of tuberculin must be injected 
to produce a state of the system which will not give 
reaction to injection in a tuberculous cow ? 

2. For what length of time does immunity to re- 
action remain after a series of injections ? 

3. Does immunity to the action of tuberculin, due 
to repeated injections, depend upon the amount of 
disease present ? 

4. Nocard has shown that a horse infected with 
glanders virus does not react to mallein for some 20 
days or so—Does anyone know what period after in- 
fection by tuberculous virus, must elapse before 
tuberculin causes a reaction ? 

These questions seem to me important for two 
reasons—(a) as explaining how reactions may occur 
in supposed healthy herds which have passed the test 
and (b) for guarding against the possibility of passing 
as sound newly bought cows that do not react, but 
which may have been repeatedly injected. 

J. B.A. 


POISONED BY “ DEVIL’S BIT.” 


Presuming the following cases have not been 
reported to the veterinary journals, I send them to 
yours for publication, chiefly in the interest of vete- 
rinary inspection. In the end of last year I was 
officially called to inspect some bullocks and heifers, 
alleged to be suffering from foot-and-mouth disease. 
The affirmative symptoms were: running, from the 
mouth (saliva etc.), champing and grinding of the 
teeth, twitching of the facial muscles, tongue slightly 
protruded, with, about three inches from its point, a 
space the size of a crown piece, denuded of the 
cuticular covering as if by abrasion or other rough 
action—not sloughing, the vascular surface of a dark 
blood colour. ‘The tongue generally swollen and 
very sensitive to touch. As to the negative and 
guiding symptoms-—there was no fever in short, no 
constitutional reaction ; no vesicular or pustular erup- 
tion in mouth or foot, not even heat or tenderness. 
All this might, with other circumstances yet to' be 
mentioned, have gone to prove that the derangement. 
in mouth was due to local irritation. But strange— 
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to the ‘‘ higher lights’ a stumbling block. The key 
to the great confusion was that the animals broke 
into a plantation and ate of the herb known all over 
England and the Continent by the ugly name of 
the “devil’s bit.” I have read something of its 
action (not much), that the juices of it were of a 
mild, acrid nature only. But on actual experiment 
made here since I find that when chewed by cattle 
it produces violent inflammation of tongue and mouth, 
and, undoubtedly, was the cause of the disorder re- 
ported as foot-and-mouth disease. Finally, should 
the young veterinary inspector find my contribution 
of use I shall feel fully rewarded. 

J. Mom, M.R.C.V.S. 

Armagh, 3rd March. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 
4 


TREATMENT OF Curonic CatTarri By Porassium 
lopIDE. 


Schlinder gives 5 or 6 grammes of potassium 
iodide in the drinking water every day for a week. 
The horse, after showing at first a certain amount 
vepugnance to this drug, ends by taking it. A suc- 
cessful result is generally obtained after the first 
week. It may be continued again after two or three 
days, and in exceptional cases, it may be necessary 
to repent the treatment a third time. 


Intoxication or Five Horses sy Perroteum.—By M. 
Martin. 


Petroleum is one of the best agents for the de- 
struction of the mange insects of the horse, but un- 
fortunately it kills tie animals on whose skin it is 
applied if care is not used. The author attributes 
death to the combined effects of absorption of the 
paraffin, and of the cutaneous irritation. Absorption 
is easily facilitated by the miscibility of petroleum 
with the sebaceous material of the skin, which it 
dissolves. The irritation of the skin is severe, it is 
accompanied by subcutaneous infiltration, epidermic 
proliferation forming crusts and transforming the 
external covering into a kind of rigid cuirass. It is 
well-known how widespread inflafnmation of the 
integument is prejudicial to the general health, and 
judging by the delay (7th to 10th day) of the fatal 
termination it seems as if it were attributed chiefly to 
the generalised dermititis rather than to the direct 
poisoning by the petroleum. 

In the reported cases every animal had been rubbed 
with 1} litres of paraffin, and .the author basing his 
estimate on personal observations states that a litre 
suffices to produce internal lesions of the digestive 
and urinary systems.—Annales de Médécine Vétérin 
aire, Feb., 1899. 


Sarcoptic ScaB or SHEEP. 


This form of mange commonly called dartre or 
black muzzle completely invaded a flock of 60 sheep. 
It was unrecognised at first, but it finished by becom- 
ing generalised and rendering the animals more or 


or oil of turpentine rubbed well in three times, alloy. 
ing 48 hours to elapse between each friction. The 
scabs, which are so adherent in this kind of scab 
easily desquamated, and the skin became supple. The 
fold was completely disinfected.—(Journ. Méd. Vi, 
et de Zoot., 1898. 

H. G. 


Fioatinc Tumours in tHE Horse.—By 


The author has only been able to find reports of 
two cases of this kind in the horse. Hausen extirpa- 
ted a pair of these tumours, which moved to and fro 
in the subcutis of the back and neck, and were very 
hard to fix. 

Lubke, in 1895, operated on a hack and removed 
five tumours about the size of thalers from under the 
subcutis lying under the saddle when in position. 
These were lipomas, and could be moved over the 
whole length of the back, and had formed passages 
under the skin. They were smooth and contained s 
synovia-like fluid. 

Barthke’s subject was an aged hack, and he makes 
the following observations : On the near side of the 
back, about a handbreadth from the spine, there was 
a superficial tumour, about the size of a thaler, which 
could be moved in a fixed direction from the withers 
to the sacrum. On putting the saddle on it slipped 
away from underneath and returned again after bodily 
movement, and on removal of the saddle, back to the 
region of the withers again. As it occasioned no 
harm, operative interference was not necessary. — 

The question of the genesis of such tumours 1s 11 
teresting. In all three cases they were undoubtedly 
lipomas. In man such lipomas are not rare in the 
region of the neck and back. Special reasons must 
exist for their migratory character, for these move- 
ments cause passages in the subcutis. It may 
accepted that the passages are established by the 
tumours, whilst pressure from without causes the 
tumour to move in a fixed direction, and separation 
of the tissues takes place. Along the back slight 
pressure is easily imaginable, probably at first con 
sisting of a pouch of fluid, the mobility of the tumout 
increased, and in time a further advancement 1s 
feasible.— Deutsch. Thierarzt. Woch. ax 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


LINCOLNSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


the 
The seventeenth annual meeting was held at 
Angel Hotel, Grantham, on Thursday, F ge = 
when the following members and % 
sent: Messrs. T. Holmes, Bourne, pres! Veterinary 
Mason, president of the Royal College 3 O. : Messt® 
Surgeons ; Major J. A. Nunn, A.V.D.,. 0.9“ 
F. A. Holmes, Hemswell ; W. Howse, Lin 
Huntingdon ; T. W. Turner, Sleaford ; "4. Rudkin, 
Peterboro’", F. W. Wragg, London; “Gooch, 

ro’; F. 


less cachectic. M. Mathis used either oil of lavender 


L. 
Grantham ; J. W. Gresswell, Peterboro ; Ret- 
Stamford ; C. Hartley, Lincoln ; C. E. Norgate, 
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ford; R. W. Clarke, Horncastle; and E.C. Russell, 
Grantham, hon. sec. and treasurer. 

The minutes of the last meeting, held at Lincoln, were 
taken as read and confirmed. 

The SECRETARY read letters from several members 
who were unable to be present, and also communications 
from Mr. R. T. Hardy, of Sleaford, and Mr. J. A. Clarke, 
of March, wishing to resign their membership of the 
Association. Mr. Hardy was retiring from practice in 
consequence of ill health, and Mr. Clarke was leaving 
for the South of England. It was resolved that the 
Secretary should write to both gentlemen asking them to 
withdraw their resignations, and the members present 
expressed a wish that these gentlemen would not sever 
their connection with the Association. 

A letter was read from the Victoria Veterinary Bene- 
volent Society urging its claims upon the meeting. The 
work of the Society was] eulogised by several of the gen- 
tlemen present, and Mr. Hartley proposed that three 
guineas should be the annual subscription from the 
Association. Mr. Mackinder seconded, but after some 
discussion it was decided that the amount should be two 
guineas, which, if at any future time the funds would 
permit, should be increased to three guineas. 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 


Mr. RussELt then presented the financial statement 
of the Association. They had 34 members, and the 
annual subscription was 10s. 6d. each. There were 
several of the members who had not paid their subscrip- 
tions since 1892. If all had been paid there would be a 
very considerable increase of the balance they had to 
their credit. 

Many of the gentlemen present deplored the fact that 
these gentlemen had taken such little interest in the 
Association as to allow their subscriptions to rnn, and it 
was finally resolved that the Secretary should write 
again to them reminding them of what was due and 
urging a greater interest in the welfare and prosperity of 
the Association. 

Mr. RUDKIN gave notice that at the next meeting he 
should move that “If any member neglected to pay his 
subscription for three years he should be struck off the 
books of the Association.” He said that these associa- 
tions were formed for the benefit of the veterinary sur- 
geon, to assist him in his practice, and to help to remove 
any grievance that might press upon him, and it was the 

uty of every veterinary surgeon to join them. They 

ad chambers of agriculture to look after the interests 
ofthe farmer, and other councils to take care of the 
ifferent interests involved, and yet a number of veterin- 
ary surgeons stood aloof from the societies which were 
a for their benefit and protection, and at the same 
me business that ought to fall into their hands was 
song to unqualified persons. 
'. GRESSWELL thought it was time that the veterin- 
Ot eeeons began to look about them, for a good deal 
mh rl work was going into unqualified hands. It was 

° that some of the appointments made by the De- 
the — would not be accepted by a qualified man so 
pn ad to be given elsewhere, but how many veterinary 
on would be glad of positions with £100 to £300 a 

ar and more, and he was of opinion that if such quali- 

nen Practical men had been appointed such diseases 
- _ and rabies would now be things of the past, 
uberculosis would also in a great measure soon be 
ped out. 
ELECTION oF OFFICERS. 


a Mackinper proposed Mr. J. W. Gresswell, of 
eg asthe President of the Association forthe com- 
Opahian the Gresswell had been one of the first to 
by maki € Association, and they ought to honour him 


m 
aking him their president, and he was sure every 


Mr. GRESSWELL thanked the meeting for the honour, 
but he would rather they would choose someone else. 

Mr. HaRTLEY supported the nomination very cordially, 
calling upon the meeting to elect him unanimously, an 
then he was sure Mr. Gresswell would not refuse. 

Mr. Gresswell’s name was then put to the meeting and 
carried with acclamation, after which the newly elected 
president thanked them for the honour and promised to 
do his best. 

Mr. R. W. Clarke, Mr. Holmes, and Mr. Norgate were 
elected vice-presidents. 

Mr. RUSSELL was again elected treasurer and hon. 
secretary. 

New MEMBERS. 


Mr. Nicko.ts, of Oundle, and Mr. Dale, of Gains- 
borough, were unanimously elected members of the 
Association. 


GRIEVANCES OF THE VETERINARY 
PROFESSION, AND A SUGGESTED REMEDY. 
By Major Nunn, A.V.D., D.S.O. 


In commencing, Major Nunn paid a high tribute to 
the memory of the late Capt. Russell, who was the 
founder of the Lincolnshire Association. He believed he 
was the first pupil that gentleman ever had, and in his 
wanderings in many parts of the world he had never met 
amore sterling man; an able and skilful practitioner 
with the infinite capacity of attending to details, he be- 
sides possessed the rare gift of being able to impart 
knowledge, and what little success he (the Major) had 
been able to achieve in life had been entirely due to the 
foundation laid by him, and he would never forget the 
pain and trouble he took—far beyond what could have 
been expected by the most exacting pupil from the most 
consciencious teacher. His son, the Association’s secre- 
tury, was then a child, and he was glad again to make his 
acquaintance as a man, and he was certain that his. 
father’s mantle had fallen on the shoulders of a worthy 
successor, as it has on his brother—a member of the 
Major’s own department in the Army—who has so dis- 
tinguished himself in the late operations in the Soudan. 

The Major said the subject of his paper was one that 
must appeal to every member of the profession in civil 
life, but as he was in the Army he had no personal 
interest in the matter, and he could look at both sides of 
the question without prejudice. He could understand 
their grievances better than a layman, and could look 
for a remedy without any of that bias which was onl 
too apt to befog the most impartial mind when self- 
interest was concerned. 

He thought every member of the R.C.V.S. was agreed 
that as a profession they laboured under certain griev- 
ances and disabilities, or in other words that as a body 
they did not receive that recognition by the State that 
they considered they were entitled to. He knew ‘t was 
a common failing to first discuss grievances and then to 
cast about for a remedy, but he was going to, reverse the 
process to a certain extent, touching but lightly on the 
grievances and then proceeding to a proposed remedy ; 
and he invited discussion as to the practicability an 

adaptability. - t 

The grievances were many, but they, as civil practi- 
tioners, knew more about them than he did, and it would 
suffice if he enumerated a few of them. Ist. The serv- 
ing on juries ; 2nd, Inspectorships under local boards 
and governments which at present are in many cases In 
the hands of laymen ; 3rd, the action of the Board of 
Agriculture, in which the veterinary department is 
subordinate to an Animals’ Department, which is under 
the contro] of an ex-military officer ; 4th, the appoint- 
ment of travelling inspectors under this board. Ac- 
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per annum, and eight inspectors on salaries of £300 to 
£400 per year. One of the superintending inspectors is 
a retired major, the other a naval captain and amongst 
the inspectors is a captain and a lieutenant, but 
not a single veterinary surgeon, in fact, the majority 
appears to have no ar ypenunags at all for the posi- 
tion. He believed that some years ago, when the 
authorities were taken to task on this subject, the repl 
was that M.R.C.V.S.’s could not be obtained for suc 
stipends. That might have been the fact year ago, but its 
‘was not so at present. One hears on every side of the 
overcrowding of the profession and the difficulty of ob- 
taining a living without the outcome of various illegiti- 
mate practices as declared by the R.C.V.S., but with 
regard to which, in some particulars, the Major has his 
own opinion. One has only to turn to the various pro- 
fessional poy to see members advertising and being 
advertised for as assistants at £1 and £2 per week. 
With these facts it is childish to say that qualified men 
could not be obtained for such appointments, and the 
meanest capacity can grasp the fact that a qualified is 
better than an unqualified man in every walk of life. 
“These grievances could be multiplied ad injinygem, but 
these are sufficient to establish the point that veterinary 
surgeons labour under disabilities and that they require 
rectifying. 

Now for the remedy. Up to the present the profession 
had been content toenlist the good will of members of 
Parliament by means of deputations, petitions, and the 
personal acquaintance with these gentlemen which cer- 
tain members of our profession enjoy, and in certain 
-cases—-especially with regard to the Public Health of 
Scotland Bill, this was successful, but this plan was not 
sufficient. A member of Parliament may be desirous of 
promoting the interests of any body of the com- 
munity, but single handed he can do but little, because he 
is only a single member of that budy. Vested interests 
are firmly seated, and are an inert mass that requires a 
powerful lever to dislodge, and this leverage must be 
exerted on the whole mass, and not on a single indi- 
vidual of it, or to put it in other words, the power 
brought to bear must not be upon a single M.P., but 
upon the entire body of the political party which is in 
power. Again, they had been depending upon the good 
will of individuals—going as it were with their hats in 
their hands—asking favours because they deserved 
them, in fact, pleading their cause im forma pauperis. 
‘The speaker’s experience was that a petitioner in that 
form did not get much, if he got anything at all, and 
that if two parties are suing for a right—one by sup- 
plication, the other by demand, backed up by a threat 
of evil, the supplicant will be shunted until a conve- 
nient time, whereas the demandant will be listened to 
at once and attended to, particularly if it is known that 
his threat is not an idle one, and that he can and will 
enforce it. The next question was. Is the profession 
able to place itself in such a position as to enable them 
to demand not petition, that their grievances shall be 
redressed, and this he considered was to organise the 
votes of the members of the profession and to return a 
member to Parliament pledged to look after their in- 
terests. Perhaps it atl 7 be thought that they should 
have a veterinary surgeon returned for some constituency. 
This would, no doubt, be a good solution of the difficulty, 
but it would be expensive, and he would belong to one 
or other of the political parties, and would be pledged 
to that party. There was no doubt that a candidate 
could be found for this purpose, but he had a plan that 
he was inclined to think was better, that would cost 
little, and they would be able to return a member that 
suited them irrespective of party, as is done in America, 
by the old plan of turning the election, and by fixing on 
a constituency where an organised vote would turn the 

election they would return to Parliament the candidate 


that would best suit them. But how was this to be done 
when the members of the profession were scattered 4]| 
over the country? The answer was that they must go 
to where they, or the persons interested therein, are in 
most force, and this place was the R.V.C. in the cop- 
stituency of St. Pancras. At the last general election 
the total number of voters was 7,553 and the present 
member was returned by a majority of 211 only, 
There were on the books of the R.V.C. about 259 
students, besides servants and employées to the number 
of 25 or 30, and it would thus be seen that if the whole 
voted on one side or the other, they would turn the 
election and their own candidate would be returned, and 
this was the machinery.that he proposed the work should 
be carried on with. Major Nunn was aware that some 
of the students were not of the age required by the 
statute, but there would be a sufficient number at any 
time to turn an election. He urged that full advantage 
of the Lodgers’ Franchise should be taken, and that 
every student should be on the register, who was quali- 
fied. 

The Masor then dealt at some length with the legal 
qualifications necessary and the mode of getting the 
students’ names upon the register to entitle them to 
vote. The gain or loss of a seat to either of the great 

litical parties is of vast importance. Neither party 
ikes to lose a seat, and it is of value to gain or retain 
one. If, therefore, a small compact body of voters had 
it in their power to turn an election in favour of the 
candidate they elect to vote for, and the price demanded 
is such that no injustice will be done to anyone, and no 
popular outcry raised, it stood to reason that the leaders 
of the political party that were being negociated with 
would be informed that if the seat was to be gained or 
retained the demand of the particular section must be 
complied with. An example of this united vote was to 
be seen in the passing of the [rish County Council Act,a 
most sweeping measure in experimental legislation 
last year, and the same would, in a more loca] manner 
apply to the organised vote in the constituency of St. 
Pancras. The next question who was to carry out this 
organization? At first sight one would naturally select 
some one of the leaders of the institution, but this could 
not be, for the R.V.C. is at the most a quasi party 10 
stitution, that is, it is not supported out of the public 
funds, but still it exercises certain public functions by 
virtue of its charter, It is supported by subscriptions 
and donations, and is controlled by a body of governors 
who mostly belong to one political party and to one class 
of society, and they would naturally resent any Pager 
political movement being originated within its walls 
which might, perhaps, be in opposition to their views. 
The organization should therefore be carried out _ 
without the walls of the college, and he thought 
proper body to take the matter in hand was the ; i. of 
mentary Committee of the Council. There would, 5 
doubt, be some expenses, but these would be very ws wo 
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DISCUSSION. 


Mr. Hartiey said while he thanked the writer of 
the paper very heartily for the trouble he had taken, he 
could not but think that the idea was a quixotic one, 
for he thought it would be quite impracticable to even 
attempt to organize the votes of the students in the way 
the paper proposed. He was scarcely of opinion that 
the students could be made of any use to help them to 
have their grievances redressed, for in the majority of 
cases they had either left the college before they had 
resided long enough to secure their votes, or they were 
not old enough to secure a vote at all. He had known 
many young men who had left the R.V.C. before they 
were twenty-one. He certainly should like to see the 
rofession receive more liberal grants from the State, 
co he was very doubtful if the scheme propounded 
by Major Nunn would have the desired effect. The 
serving on juries was certainly a grievance to veterinary 
surgeons, but they did not feel the injustice anything 
like so much in provincial practice as practitioners did 
in London and the larger towns. Personally, he had 
had nothing to do with the Board of Agriculture, but 
when he came in contact with any of its officers he 
did not find that they were altogether satisfied with 
their appointments. He was scarcely prepared to ad- 
mit of the idea that the profession was, and would be 
still more than ever Over-crowded, especially when he 
remembered the examinations that he attended when 
the room was crowded by students, and now they were 
only one-third full, only 54 students presenting them- 
selves. Moreover, he certainly did not think that the 
R.V.C. would permit for a moment that the College 
should be turned into a political club as proposed, and 
if they would, he, as a member of the Parliamentary 
Committee, should certainly decline to take up the task, 
for he saw insurmountable difficulties in the way of its 
accomplishment. 

Mr. Mackrnper did not see that there could be any 
difficulties if the Board of Agriculture were to appoint 
Veterinary surgeons instead of laymen as travelling in- 
spectors, he did not think the inspector would clash with 
the local surgeon, and he thought it might be left very 
well to the men themselves, for if their opinions differed, 
the younger man would give way. The scheme recom- 
mended to the Parliamentary Committee might be 
carried out, only that the students were generally young 
men who flit from room to room, and often before they 
ire twenty-one they have passed their final examination. 
He should like the profession to be exempt from serving 
on juries, and he was strongly opposed to veterinary 
Surgeons being custed from the office of inspector of 
ae and such like offices by the local Medical Ofticer 

Le Wrace remembered that some twenty years agoa 
a Was Introduced into Parliament to do away with 

eterinary surgeons serving on juries, but unfortunately 
neyo verament of the day threw it out, and so the Bill 
thins became law, but to provincial veterinary surgeons 
th 4p hot a very serious matter, for he understood 
ee they were seldom or never called to serve. He 
new there were laymen appointed by the Board of 
eaatlture to do work that ought to be in the hands of 

vihary surgeons. But he did not think that the 


| Mr. Goocu thanked the Major, and he was sorry to 
say they had several serious grievances to contend with 
but the most difficult wag ed had to do was to find 
out a remedy for them. He was of opinion that the 
veterinary surgeon should be better recognised by the 
State. They had tried to do something with the Board 
of Agriculture, but it had not been as much as they 
could wish, and he did not think there was anything to 
complain of in the way of salaries. They did not like 
that laymen should be appointed travelling inspectors, 
and he was sure there were many qualitied veterinary 
surgeons who would be glad to get hold of their stipends. 
Until they could find a proper remedy he thought they 
each might get hold of their respective representative 
and point out to him the difficulties they were labouring 
under. 

Mr. GRESSWELL did not think that in case of many 
diseases a veterinary surgeon should be obliged to report 
them to a policeman who could know nothing about the 
diseases, and he complained that the County Councils 
were appointing unqualified men to do the work that 
ought to belong to the veterinary surgeon. 

Major NunN, in replying, expressed a wish that the 
paper might be the means of their finding something 
that would do away with the grievances under which 
they were labouring. He did not for a moment consider 
that he had found the final remedy, vut if he had done 
anything towards that end he should be amply 
repaid. 

Votes of thanks to Major Nunn and the President con- 
cluded the business of the day. 

The members afterwards sat down to a splendid din- 
ner — by the proprietor of the Hotel. The usual 
loyal and patriotic toasts were duly honoured. 

E. C. Hon. Sec. 


EASTERN COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


(Continued from p. 514 ) 


Prof. Hoppay gave an interesting practical demon- 
stration on the castration of cryptorchids, at the yard of 
Mr. Howes, and afterwards read a paper. The animal 
operated upon in the presence of the members of the 
Association was a hackney, four years old, from which 
one testicle had already been removed. Upon being 
cast no scar could be perceived, and a careful examina- 
tion of each inguinal canal with the fingers from the 
exterior gave negative evidence of the presence of a testi- 
cle. Asan incision on the left side and exploration of 
the canal gave no result, the right one was examined, the 
remains of the cord being plainly felt. Upon this the 
operator re-introduced his hand up the left inguinal 
canal and entered the abdominal cavity where, after 
about a quarter of an hour’s search, the missing organ 
was found floating about amongst the intestines. The 
testicle was withdrawn and removed with the ecraseur- 
the canal being carefully disinfected with chinosol solu- 
tion and plugged with antiseptic wadding held in place 
by sutures. We hear from Mr. Harry V. Low, 
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M.R.C.V.S., of Norwich, who has the patient in charge, 
that the animal has progsessed favourably, and that the 
wounds are now (March 10th) almost healed. 


THE CASTRATION OF CRYPTORCHID 
HORSES. 


By Proressor Hospay. 
Mr. President and Gentlemen.—When asked by your 
secretary some little time ago to read a eet before your 
association I was sorry to have to refuse the honour, al- 
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though he very courteously left the invitation open, and 
has now allowed me to come forward. 

The subject which I have chosen, “ The Castration of 
Cryptorchid Horses,” is not one upon which a lengthy 
essay can be written, and for that reason I have asked 
for the opportunity of being allowed to give a practical 
demonstration of the method of securing and the general 
details of the operation itself. I have done this because 
I feel sure that you will all agree that it is much more 
interesting to see the actual operation or do it once one’s 
self than to read of it or hear it explained even a dozen 
times. I may say that in the choice of a subject 1 was 
largely influenced by the reputation which the veterinary 
surgeons in the Eastern Counties bear for skill in opera- 
tions upon the generative organs of male and female 
animals. 

Until a short time ago I had an idea that the cas- 
tration of cryptorchids was entirely in the hands of 
the few specialists whose names appear in 7’he Veteri- 
nury Record, but [am given to understand that there 
are at least three or four of your members who under- 
také it regularly. For these reasons I am lookingtorward 
to a lively and interesting discussion and relation of 
experiences, for by an exchange of the latter in particu- 
lar we can all gain very valuable information. 

It has been mainly owing to the work of Stockfleth, 
of Copenhagen, and Degive, of Brussels, that cryp- 
torchid castration has become popular on the Continent, 
and in England it received a great impetus by the advent 
of Farmer Miles in 1879. 

With the knowledge we now possess of the havoc 
wrought by dirt, the organisms it gives shelter to, and 
the measures we can take by antiseptic precautions to 
combat this mischief, the percentage of successes ought 
to be and must be infinitely greater than were obtained 
before the discoveries of Pasteur and their application 
by Lister to the field of surgery. 

The operation itself is preeeminently one which has a 
certain charm or fascination about it for all who are fond 
of surgery, because there is something hidden which has 
to be sought for. Success depends upon a knowledge of 
the anatomy of the parts, a certain amount of method 
in operating, and a careful application of the principles 
of cleanliness and the antiseptic treatment og wounds. 
Unaviodable and unforseseen accidents may sometimes 
happen to the most skilled operator however carefully 
they are guarded against. 

Necessity for the Operation.—The necessity for the 
operation depends entirely upon the temper of the ani- 
mal and the development or otherwise of its sexual 
propensities. Occasionally, a “rig” horse is as quiet as 
a gelding, in which case an operation is not absolutely 
necessary, but in by far the majority, particularly in the 
spring and early summer or when brought near another 
horse or mare, the animal isa constant source of annoy- 
ance, trouble and even danger. As to whether a crypt- 
orchid can propagate its species or not there seems to be « 
difference of opinion ; there is plenty of evidence to 
show that if either of the testicles have descended into 
the scrotum a foal will follow copulation with a reason- 
able amount of certainty, but when the testicles are both 
hidden either in the canals or the abdomen I believe 
that it is generally considered that the animal is sterile. 
This was the opinion of Farmer Miles as given in a 
letter to The Veterinary Journal for October, 1879. 

Both Professor Degive and Farmer Miles (quoted by 
Dr. Fleming in Zhe Veterinary Jownal, August, 1879) 
assert that a very large proportion (the latter says 25 per 
cent.) of “ ng ” stallions if allowed to cover mares will 
get “rig” colts. 

The Instruments and their Preparation.—The instru- 
ments required for the operation itself are few—a sharp 
scalpel, dissecting forceps, an écraseur with a couple of 
chains, needle and silk or wire, are all that are abso- 


lutely necessary, although a couple of pairs of Spencer 
Wells’ artery forceps are very useful adjuncts. 

The only preparation needful consists in sterilising 
them by boiling, or by allowing them to remain for some 
time in an antiseptic solution. : 

Preparation of the Patient.—In this paragraph must 
come the question of the advisability of insurance, 
This must rest largely with the owner of the animal, 
although (especially in abdominal cryptorchid cases) the 
veterinary surgeon should always mention to the owner 
the fact that there are insurance companies ready to offer 
certain terms upon which they will accept the risk. 

It adds to the experises, but it affords more satis- 
faction if any mishap occur. 

On the day before operating the patient should receive 
only a small allowance of food and be allowed nothing 
for about twelve hours previous to the operation; a 
warm enema being administered about an hour before 
in order to empty the rectum. 

Securing and Fixing.—Cryptorchids have been cas- 
trated by incision through the flank, or through the 
abdomen near the inguinal ring, but operators are now 
practically unanimous in the adoption of the plan of 
removal through the inguinal canal itself. As I have 
only had experience of this latter method and the per- 
centage of deaths by each of the others is said to be 
much greater, I shall confine my remarks to to the in- 
guinal method alone. A special set of ropes is not 
essential, as one can manage very well with the ordinary 
casting rope, which, with a piece of loose webbing anda 
spreader, acts very satisfactorily. The patient may be 
fixed on his back or side; I have seen M. Hendricks, 
of the Brussels School, operate with great facility in 
the lateral posture and have tried it myself, but there 
seems to be decidedly more room in which to work when 
the horse is on its back. ; 

With the usual casting rope, then, the animal is thrown 
and placed on its back as if for ordinary castration, the 
hocks being pulled down and stretched widely apart by 
the piece of webbing which is attached to the cannon 
bone just below the hock and secured tightly to the other 
after passing underneath the loins. 

The spreader, if it is to be used, is now placed in 
position. It consists of a specially constructed piece of 
iron such I have here, shaped at either end like a crutch, 
so that it can be fitted and tied against each of the hind 
legs ; this may be improvised by a twitch stick or stout 
broom handle having a loop of rope at each end. Its 
olject is to keep the legs well apart. : 
Chloroform may, or may not, be used, according to 
the will of the operator. Although I have not always 
administered it, its value, both on humane and use - 
grounds, is unquestionable. For the former nothing i. 
quires to be said, and for the latter it 1s found that 
relaxation of muscular tissues which follows its use one 
a great advantage when the testicle is high up. 
cord abnormally short and strong. | 
The Operation.--On antiseptic grounds it 
ter to allow the washing and disinfection 
penis, sheath, and surrounding parts to be done dite , 
assistant as it is a matter of difficulty to imme a 
rid one’s fingers and nails of the sticky sebaceous ™ 
rial so often found in the sheath. _ sotum 
At this stage a careful examination of the sc that 
should always be made for scars, not ee a 
their presence does not necessarily mean yee 4s 0 
tion has actually been performed, although it decid 

int that way. Unless the animal has ae me that 
‘rig” propensities (or the owner 1s absolutely ep bee 
castration has never been done) the —* events, 
consider well whether to proceed or, at h canal. 
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away and one was then present in the scretum, but 


no cicatrix could be seen ; however, on examining the 
canal there was no trace of testicle, but the end of the 
spermatic cord a little enlarged and adherent to the 
side could be distinctly felt and was eventually brought 
into view. 

One must not forget that the fact of a scar being 
resent may indicate that an unsuccessful attempt has 

n made to reach a hidden testicle, and it is said 
that a wound is sometimes made with fraudulent in- 
tention. 

After satisfying one’s self upon this point an incision 
is made in the skin of the scrotum in a situation very 
similar to that made in ordinary castration, great care 
being taken not to injure any of the underlying tissues : 
the reason for this precaution is that there are some 
large veins in the neighbourhood, and, if cut, there is 
a lot of hemorrhage which, although not dangerous from 
this point of view, is inconvenient to the operator and 
in addition is apt to find its way up the inguinal canal, 
thus increasing the danger of septic infection. The in- 
cision should be made carefully, the skin being stretched 
tightly between the first finger and thumb of the left 
hand, and when a small opening has been made, this 
can be lengthened by cutting it in an upward and out- 
ward direction with the blade of the scalpel. 

The hand, having been thoroughly washed in some 
antiseptic solution, is then introduced, the fingers being 
held in the form of a wedge and the tissues cautiously 
bored through in the direction of the inguinal canal. 
This must be carefully explored, and if the testis is pre- 
sent it can be felt with the end of the finger. 

The object now is to get a sufficiently good grip to 
- it into such a position that the écraseur chain can 

passed round it, when its removal is a simple matter. 
If the cord is sufficiently long the torsion forceps. liga- 
ture, or the clam and iron can be used, but the écraseur 
Is ty far the most satisfactory for the majority of cases. 

It the testicle is up in the canal there are two 
methods of procedure which may be adopted to effect 
an entrance into the abdomen, one consists in entering 
through the internal inguinal ring, the other in entering 
through a wound which is made on its internal lateral 
surface through the inner oblique abdominal muscle. In 
the first case the boring is continued until the entrance 
is effected, and in the second the fibres of the abdominal 
muscle are penetrated with the fingers. In either case 


1 1s a good plan before inserting the whole hand to 
st introduce the second and third fingers and search 
carefully round the neighbourhood of the internal ring, 
‘sin some cases either the cord or the testicle can be 
reached and the advantage is obvious, viz., that the 
smaller the opening made the less danger there is of the 
Wels protruding. 
a Is the stage when coolness is most necessary as 
Pn Imes the search seems prolonged, and one’s hand and 
ie fs cramped. When the latter occurs, the operator 
uid remove them for a few minutes and take a rest. 
for ok introduced the hand, a search must be made 
“aoe organ and here, although certain hints can 
tain = for guidance, no definite and absolutely cer- 
collect : can be laid down. The main points are to re- 
shape ; seat of origin of the spermatic cord, the 
hae pro able variations in size, and usual touch of a 
oe or cord. With regard to the first, the 
behind . cord starts from the region of the loins just 
irect] = kidneys, and passes in the normal animal 
Ownwards towards the inguinal canal. If once 
it up until th got hold of, it is an easy matter to trace 
Dice a the testicle is reached ; it feels very much like 
With his between the fingers. An assistant 
bs and in the rectum is sometimes valuable at 
ihand to guide the testis towards the operator’s 


The testicle itself varies very much in size, from 


that of a small walnut to almost that of a normal 
testicle ; those found in the ring are much smaller than 
normal, but those in the abdomen are often almost as 
large as when in the scrotum. 

gain, one must not forget that the testicle may have 
become cystic, or otherwise altered in size or shape. 
When found, a further test which some operators use 
consists in applying pressure between the thumb and 
fingers ; if the patient is not deeply anzsthetised strug- 
gling takes place. 

After treatment.—The after treatment consists in that 
which is usually applied to severe wounds, viz., plenty 
of cold irrigation and the application of antiseptics. 

Sutures may or may not be applied at the discretion 
of the operator ; they must be an additional safeguard 
wherever the abdomen has been entered, but should be 
removed on the first or second day afterwards. 

The patient is then put into a comfortable, roomy, 
clean, loose-box, and dieted carefully for a few days, 
being kept quiet and a little gentle exercise allowed if 
there is much stiffness and swelling. 

Accidents and Untoward Sequele.—The principal ones, 
other than those attending an ordinary case of castra- 
tion, are the increased risk of septic infection and descent 
of the omentum or bowel. 

Colic is not uncommon, but is not usually a cause for 
more than temporary alarm. 

Septic infection can only be overcome by strict adhe- 
rence to antiseptic dressings. 

Descent of the omentum or bowel is a source of much 

In the case of the omentum the protruding part ma 
he cut off without any fear, and the remainder put bac 
as far as possible by inserting the hand up the inguinal 
ring. To deal with the bowels isa much more serious 
matter ; the horse must be cast without delay, the pro- 
lapsed part carefully cleansed with antiseptics and, if 
possible, returned. 

In both cases the inguinal canal must be plugged with 
antiseptic wadding, and the 2xternal skin sutured. 

Protrusion of the bowel usually occurs, if it occurs at 
all, immediately, or very shortly after the animal 
gets up, but it has been recorded by Ostermann, of 
Berlin (Journal of Comparative Pathology, vol. ii., page 
117), as happening as ae afterwards as on the 10th 
day. In this particular case the bowel was returned and, 
—— the exception of an inguinal hernia, the patient did 
well. 

I have now, gentlemen, come to the end of my essay 
and look forward to a lively discussion on the subject [ 
have put before you, and a few hints from those of you 
who are older and more experienced than myself. 

The PREsIDENt-ELEcT said they were all indebted to 
Prof. Hobday for an opportunity to view the able way in 
which he operated, and for his excellent paper, but the 
hour being late he suggested that the discussion be 
adjourned. 

Mr. Surpey said the paper furnished pienty of food 
for thought and reflection, and they would be able at the 
next meeting to give attention toit. Prof. Hobday took 
great interest in the profession and in their Societies, and 
much good would be derived from the visit with which 
he had honoured them. He was a yorug man, and they 
all hoped he would be spared many years and enabled 
to give them other interesting papers and demon- 
strations. 

Mr. Wrace then moved a hearty vote of thanks to 
Prof. Hobday. ‘ > 

The PRESIDENT, in seconding, said their gratitude was 
due to the Professor for the trouble he had taken to come 
to Norwich, and not only read such an excellent paper 
but also to give a practical demonstration of the method 


of performing this operation, which was worth more 
than a dozen papers. He had heard the Professor before. 
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He always managed not only to givea paper but practi- 
cal demonstrations as well. The first time he heard him 
was ata meeting of the Midland Association where he 
gave a very practical paper on the method of adminis- 
tering chloroform to dogs and other small animals. 

The vote of thanks having been carried, 

Prof. Hoppay said he had to express his thanks for 
the appreciative way in which they had received his 
paper. Far from being a trouble it was alwaysa pleasure 
to come down to these Association meetings. ith re- 

rd to the special operation performed he could only 

“¥ the sequel would be as successful as the operation 
had up to the present been. But that was a matter over 
which none of them could have any great control. They 
could but apply antiseptics thoroughly, and Mr. Low 
and Mr. Howes had promised to attend to the animal 
themselves. If it went wrong, the owner would have the 
satisfaction of knowing that everything had been done 
that could possibly ensure success. 

Mr. OVERED proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. Howes 
for his kindness in permitting the use of his ya#ti for the 
operation. 

The PRESIDENT seconded. 

In acknowledging the vote, Mr. Howes said he’'would 
be pleased to place his yard at their disposal at any 
future time. 

The Hon. Szc. next proposed a similar compliment to 
Mr. F. Low in kindly providing the patient. But for 
this they would have been minus the demonstration. 
Mr. Low took considerable trouble in the manner, and by 
agreement with his client the animal which was sent to 
his yard some time since was kept for Prof. Hobday to 
operate upon. The vote was carried. 


GROWTH ON THE CORONET. 


Mr. H. V. Low exhibited photographs showing a large 
fibrous and bony growth on the coronet of a mare nine 
ears old, which he and his father recently removed. 
be mare some time back met with an accident and cut 
the back tendons of the heel on a scythe and became 
permanently lame. The owner kept her for breeding, 
and she had had two or three valuable colts. About a 
year since the growth commenced and continued for 
about six months. The owner considered that unless 
the growth could be removed the mare should be shot. 
As the operation could but kill the mare, he consented 
to allow them to take off the growth. They cast the 
mare, chloroformed her, and took off the growth with an 
ordinary scalpel. The hemorrhage was not very great, 
a tourniquet was applied with tight bandages. The 
weight of the growth removed was 36lbs. At the present 
time it had not healed up, but the cicatrix was growing 
over it from the upper part of the limb. This mare was 
dam of the celebrated harness horse Juggler. 
After a vote of thanks to the President for the conduct 
of the meeting, the gathering ended, and the annual 
dinner followed. 


YORKSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


A special meeting was held at the Queen’s Hotel, 
Leeds, on Friday, the 3rd inst., to further consider the 
sanitary provisions of the Leeds Improvement Bill, and 
also the attitude of the Association in regard to the im- 
a election of the Council of the Royal College. 

r. T. Fletcher, of Hillsboro’, Sheffield, (president) was 
in the chair, and the attendance included Messrs A. W. 
Mason, W. F. Greenhalgh, G. E. Bowman, H. G. Bowes, 
S. Wharam, Leeds ; J. E. Scriven, Tadcaster ; J. Clark- 


In the absence of Mr. McCarmick through indispos- 
tion, the secretarial duties at the meeting were discharged 
by Mr. Greenhalgh. 4 

Letters of regret at inability to attend had been r- 
ceived from Principal Williams, and Professor Me. 
Fadyean. 


ELEctTION oF CoUNCIL. 


The PREsIDENT of the Midland Counties Association 
wrote that they had unanimously resolved to nominate 
Mr. R. C. Trigger, of Newcastle, Staffordshire, for re- 
election to Council, and that they had also decided that 
they should unite with the Yorkshire, Lancsshire, and 
Eastern Counties Associations, as in former years, for 
election purposes. 

Mr. A. W. Mason explained that he was the repre 
sentative of the Yorkshire Association at the present 
time, having been re-elected last year, but he saw no 
reason why they should not run another candidate. He 
thought it was very desirable that all provincial societies 
should, as far as_possible, be represented. London and 
the different Colleges were strongly represented, and had 
the advantage in voting on crucial questions over the 
provinces. It was not everyone in the country who could 
always run up to London. 

In reply to the President, Mr. Mason said that the 
amalgamation with the Midland, Lancashire, and Eas- 
tern Counties Associations had been very successful. He 
took it that, whether they nominated a candidate this 
year or not, they would as hitherto pledge themselves to 
vote for the nominees of the Associations with whom they 
had worked so friendly. 

The PrestpDENT agreed with the remarks of Mr. 
Mason, and added that the London representatives op 
the Council certainly opposed many measures which 
would be very bene‘icial to the provincial members. I 
there was any possibility of running another candidate 
by all means let them do so. ; 

Mr. Mason, in answer to Mr. Wharam, said they were 
bound to support Mr. Trigger and Mr. Bower, of the 
Eastern Counties. 

Mr. WHaram expressed the opinion that the usual 
course of amalgamating would be sufficient this year, 
though at the same time he would be willing to suppott 
any additional nomination. 

Mr. CLarkson then proposed, and Mr. Wharam secot- 
ded, that they should amalgamate with the Associations 
named in the discussion. 

Several members asked Mr. Clarkson to stand _s 
candidate, remarking upon his great qualifications for the 
position, but he said that at the present time he cov 
not undertake the duties. He, therefore, declined the 
invitation. Sear: 

Mr. Mason then suggested that Mr. Cooke, of Set 
boro’, should become their nominee, and this was road 
onded by Mr. WHITEHEAD and carried. It was 
stood that if Mr. Cooke accepted the invitation he wou 
be put forward for election on the Council. 

Mr. GREENHALGH said the  — societies 
not sufficiently well represented. 


LEEps CorporaTION BILL. 
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other tests to animals, etc. He asked the Parliamentary 
Committee to insert the words “ veterinary surgeon” in 
the clause, thereby following the example of the Public 
Health of Scotland Bill, and also the course prop.2sed 
by Manchester. The Chairman of the Committee _pro- 
mised that they would give careful consideration of the 
views submitted to them, but their decision was as fol- 
lows: “That, while they would not so word the clause 
as to confine inspection to veterinary surgeons, the depu- 
tation might rest assured that when necessary only quali- 
fied men would be engaged. It would, in their opinion, 
be futile to employ veterinary surgeons to find out cases 
that could be equally well ascertained by ordinary in- 
spectors.” In conclusion, Mr. Mason acknowledged the 
assistance which the Sub-committee of the association 
had received from Mr. Wm. Hunting, the Medical Officer 
of Health for Manchester, Mr. Thatcher (solicitor to the 
Royal College of Vety. Surgeons) and Mr. H. A. Child. 

Mr. Bowes urged the importance of the Council of 
the Royal College taking the matter up. 

Mr. CLARKSON said that Mr. Mason had brought the 
question before the Lancashire society, who intended 
calling a special meeting, to which delegates from other 
societies would be invited, to discuss the matter. As a 
result of that meeting he thought the College would be 
approached. There was a suggestion or a proposition 
at the annual meeting of the Yorkshire association that 
the College should be asked to take the question up. 

The PRESIDENT pointed out that the Parliamentary 
Committee of the Central Chamber of agriculture ob- 
jected to the Medical Officer of Health applying the 
tuberculin test, as proposed under the Leeds Bill 

Councillor AMBLER, who was present at the invitation 
of Mr. Greenhalgh, said that he and other members of 
the Leeds Parliamentary Committee entertained a simi- 
lar view. 

The Prestpent ; The Centra! Chamber of Agriculture 
also objected to the proposal of Leeds having powers of 
inspection outside their own area. 

Councillor AMBLER": We have so much milk coming 
infrom outside that I, as a public representative, do 
not think it right that the inhabitants of the city should 
be allowed to suffer. 

The Presmpent: You are quite right. I think the 
same thing myself. 

Mr. CLARKSON now proposed that they communicate 
with the Council of the Royal College and local associa- 
tions, asking them to assist in remedying the clauses of 
the Leeds Bill, to which they, as a profession, took 
exception. 

Mr. Bowes seconded the proposition. 

Mr. WHARAM suggested that they should send a 
elegate or delegates to a meeting of the Council of the 
Royal College. 

Mr Mason: There will not be a meeting of the 
Council till April. 

Councillor AMBLER : And the Committee of the House 
of Commons will hear evidence on the 15th of March. 
aan Bowes, after this intimation, moved that the 
Sub-Committee be asked to continue, and to send 
4 circular letter to the members of Parliament for York- 
ni and for agricultural constituencies, as well as to 
ity, other hon. gentlemen whom it was considered desir- 

€ to approach, requesting them to support the view 
he association. 


r. Warrengap seconded, and the resolution was 


Os the motion of Mr. CLARKSON, and seconded by 
| JREENHALGH, a hearty vote of thanks was accorded 
John Simpson for his kindness and 
Sonmitene the deputation to the Leeds Parliamentary 


© proceedings then terminated. 


. ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE V.M.A. 


The 270th ordinary general meeting was held on Fri- 
day, March 3rd, at 6.30 p.m. Mr. Tapley occupied the 
chair. There were present Messrs. J. B. Walker, 
M.R.C.V.S. (hon. sec.), H. A. Woodruff, M.R.C.V.S., 32 
members, and one visitor—Mr. Frank Leigh, F.R.C.V.S. 

Mr. Rogs read his essay upon “Some Stomach and 
Bowel Affections of the Horse, their Diagnosis and 
Treatment.” 

The discussion on Mr. Probyn’s essay “Aseptic Sur- 
gery,” read before the Association at its previous meet- 
ing, followed, and was ably opened by Mr. Quinlan, and 
carried on by Messrs. Woodruff, Allan, Wcoldridge, Mc- 
Ilvenna, Rait, Siddall, Hobday and Tapley. Mr. Probyn 
having replied, the meeting terminated with the ordinary 
votes of thanks. 

J. M. Tate, Assist. Sec. 


THE WALLEY FUND. 
Trust Drep. 


The Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, incorpora- 
ted and regulated by a Charter and four Supplemental 
Charters, granted by Her Majesty in the years one 
thousand eight hundred and forty-four, one thousand 
eight hundred and _ seventy-six, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and seventy-nine, one thousand eight hundred and 
eighty-three, and one thousand eight hundred and ninety- 
two respectively, considering that a fund has been 
raised through a committee appointed in Edinburgh on 
the sixteenth day of January, ore thousand eight hun- 
dred and ninety-six, with the object of commemorating 
the eminent services rendered to the veterinary profession 
by the now deceased Thomas Walley, Principal of the 
Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, who died in the year 
one thousand eight hundred and ninety-four, and that at 
a duly convened meeting of the subscribers to said fund, 
and of their committee aforesaid, held in Edinburgh on 
the twenty-sixth day of January, one thousand eight 
hundred and ninety-eight, it was resolved that the 
memorial to be created by means of the fund should take 
the form of a prize to be called “The Walley Memorial 
Prize,” to be awarded annually to the successful com- 
petitor in an examination to be open to students who 
have completed three years of their curriculum at any 
British Veterinary College, and that with a view to the 
fund—amounting to the sum of three hundred and nine 
pounds, one shilling and fourpence—being administered 
In perpetuity without the necessity of successive appoint- 
ments of trustees, it should be vested in the sai yal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons in perpetual trust, for 
the purpose of the income of the fund being applied as 
the prize aforesaid and subject to the conditions resolved 
upon at the said meeting of the subscribers and their 
committee, and whereas the said Royal College of Veter- 
inary Surgeons has expressed its willingness to undertake 
said trust and discharge the duties arising out of it, and 
the said sum of three hundred and nine pounds, one 
shilling and fourpence has accordingly been paid over to 
the said Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons by John 
Robert Urquhart Dewar, Principal of the said Royal 
(Dick) Veterinary College, the Chairman and Cornelius 
Cunningham, M.R.C.V.S., of Slateford, in the County of 
Midlothian, the honorary treasurer of the committee of 
subscribers aforesaid, on bebalf of and as duly authorised 
by said committee, and the said Royal College of Veter- 
inary Surgeons has been requested and has agreed to 
grant these presents fur the purpose of acknowledging 
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the trust aforesaid, and declaring the we and con- 
ditions thereof, therefore the said yal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons hereby acknowledges that the said 
sum has been paid to it in trust, and agrees and under- 
takes that it will in all time coming hold said sum, and 
the investment or investments on which it may for the 
time stand, which sum and investment or investments 
aforesaid are hereinafter referred to as “The Walle 

Memorial Fund,” in trust for the use and purpose tol- 
lowing, viz., that the free annual income arising trom the 
Walley Memorial Fund shall be paid annually as a prize, 
to be called the “ Walley Memorial Prize,” to be awarded 
in accordance with the conditions hereinafter mentioned, 
viz. : (1st.) the Walley Memorial Prize shall be awarded 
to such one of the students specified in the next succeed- 
ing condition as shall obtain the highest marks at a 
special examination on the subjects hereinafter men- 
tioned to be held for that purpose under regulations to 
be from time to time made by the said Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons ; (2nd.) The examination aforesaid 
shall be open to the students of any veterinary college in 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, now 
existing or hereafter established and affiliatéd to the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons for education in 
veterinary science, who shall have, subsequent to the 
immediately preceding month of October, passed the 
class “C” or third examination under the present four 
years’ course of said Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons, or the examination which under any regulations 
which may hereafter be made by the said Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons shall correspond to said class 
“C” or third examination ; (3rd.) The subjects of said 
examination shall be pathology, materia medica, and 
hygiene. The examination shall be wholly a written 
one, and the time allowed for each of the three subjects 
of examination shall be not less than two hours. (4th.) 
The examination aforesaid shall be held simultaneously 
in London and Edinburgh, and also in Dublin in the 
event of a Veterinary College being established in Ire- 
land, and the said Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
shall have power whenever they shall see fit to make any 
rules and regulations for the administration of the 
Walley Memorial Fund not inconsistent with the fore- 
going trust, use, and purpose, and the said Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons further agrees and undertakes 
that the said sum of three hundred and nine pounds, one 
shilling and fourpence paid over as aforesaid shall, 
under deduction of the expenses of the trust, be forth- 
with invested in the purchase of well secured feu duties 
or ground annuals in Scotland, or in the purchase of 
freehold ground rents in England, or in the purchase of 
such other investments or upon such securities in or 
upon which gratuitous trustees may invest trust money 
by the Statute or Common Law either of England or of 
Scotland as may be selected by the said Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, upon which Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons power so to invest said sum, and 
from time to time to vary the investment or investments 
representing the same, within the limits aforesaid as to 
said Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons may seem 
proper, is conferred by the Committee of Subscribers 
aforesaid, in token of which the said John Robert 
Urquhart Dewar and Cornelius Cunningham subscribe 
these presents ;and it is hereby declared by the said 


Royal College of Veterinary Surgeon¢ and agreed to by : 


said Committee, as evidenced by the subscription of their 
Chairman and Honorary Treasurer aforesaid, that the 
said Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons shall not be 
responsible for loss upon any of the investments that 
may be made under the powers conferred by these 
presents provided the investments selected were reputed 
sufficient at the time of investments. In witness thereof 
these presents dated the twenty-fifth day of January, 
one thousand eight hundred and ninety-nine, are seale 


— policy of “grab,” among all th 


on behalf of the said Royal rs of Veterinary Sur. 
geons, and subscribed by the said John Robert Urquhart 
Dewar and Cornelius Cunningham, all as under. 
written. 
Sealed with the common 

seal of the Royal College of 

Veterinary Surgeons by the SEAL 

order of the Council in the 

presence of 


A. W. Mason, President. 


oy ell } Members of Council. 
Signed by the said Jonn RoBERT 
UrquHart Dewar & CoRNELIUS 
CUNNINGHAM in the presence of 
WILLIAM GALBRAITH, 16 Castle 
Street, Edinburgh, writer to the 

Signet. 
A. J. Curisti£, 16 Castle 

Street, Edinburgh, Law Clerk. 

J. R. U. Dewar. 

C. CUNNINGHAM. 


THE MASTER FARRIERS’ ASSOCIATION. 


The second annual, dinner of the Master Farriers’ 
Protection Association was held in the Council Chamber’ 
Holborn Restaurant, on Wednesday, March Ist, Mr. T. 
S. Price in the chair ; Mr. W. Pope, Mr. J. Farmer and 
Mr. Samson, vice-chairmen. About 100 sat down to 
dinner, including Colonel Colville, Colonel Freelove, 
Messrs. W. Hunting, Jno. A. W. Dollar, W. E. Taylor, 
Reynolds, Melling, Lavington and others. 

After the excellent menu was disposed of the Chair- 
man opened proceedings by reading telegrams and letters 
of regret from Messrs. Chesterman, Rowe, Kendall, 
West, Reddish, Stanley, Perry, Gisborne, and Spooner, 
several of which gentlemen had business at Downham 
Fair, on which the Chairman jokingly remarked “ It was 
a pity they had not informed him sooner, there was no 
necessity for them to go to Downham, the best of the 
horses would be on sale at the Elephant Repository (The 
Offices of the Association). ; 

The first toast of the evening was “The Queen, Prince 
and Princess of Wales, and Royal Family,” by the Chair- 
man, who briefly dwelt upon the great progress that had 
been made in the history of the nation while Her Ma- 
jesty had been upon the throne. This was loyally te- 
sponded to by the singing of the National Anthem. 

The second toast was “The Army, Navy and — 
Forces,” by Mr. Jno. A. Dollar, who, in proposing the 
toast, pointed out the thorough efficiency of the Navy, 
which, ever since the famous telegram of the Kaiser’, 
had awoke to its responsibilities, and was now able to 
cope with anything that might turn up. +4 not 

As regards the Army, he was afraid that we di am 
realize the great demands that might be made upon “ 
case of a European war. It was to 
own in little tribal troubles. We had just lately fics, 
Uganda, Lower Egypt, and the Soudan, termin 
the victory of Omdurman (cheers !), but 
should not lull us into a sense of false security. ho 
then alluded to the good services rendered by -~ al 
teers and Militia, who formed an additional saleg 
to the nation, that should not be overlooked. ‘le, who, 

This was responded to by Colonel C. F. Om bee 
alluding to the much talked of project “ on 
Peace, said such a thing was 
is 

ousekeeper, as he increased his popes, increased 
insurance policy, and so, for every a dition to 
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pire the Army and the Navy should be increased. This 
toast of the Army and Navy was a very old one, and 
would continue till the end of the chapter, and still be 
toasted fora good many years to come. It had been 
properly proposed, it was a proper toast, and he hoped 
and believed he might earn the favour of their saying 
it had been properly responded to. (Cheers.) 

Colonel P. H. Freelove also responded, dwelling upon 
the good services rendered by the Volunteers, an army 
of the best kind,a patriotic army of nearly a quarter 
of a million, all ready and willing tu turn out at a 
moment’s notice in defence of their country. 

The third toast was “The Metropolitan Veterinary 
Surgeons and Master Farriers Protection Association,” 
by the Chairman, who began by remarking he was not 
ashamed of the toast. He was sorry to say there were 
members of the profession who objected to the title, but 
to these gentlemen he would say they were very glad to 
receive the support of the master farriers during the 
strike. Prices would have been 50 per cent. higher if it 
had not been for their help, for if we had not beaten the 
farriers, bus and cab proprietors, instead of paying as 
they now do 4s. 6d. a set or so, would have had to pay 
6s. or 7s. (Hear, hear.) He then drew their attention 
to the main object of the association, especially as re- 
garded proper registration of farriers, employing none 
without a reference from their last situation, and also 
the assistance the association would shortly be able to 
render in case of actions at law as regards {damages for 
pricking, etc., or other accidents. In addition, he spe- 
cially pointed out it was a Protection Association, and 
protection was its main object. We did not want to 
interfere with the Union at all, they had quite as much 
right to combine as we had, but what we wanted to do 
was to be prepared for anything that might occur to 
Jeopardise the interests of the trade. 

This was responded toby Mr. W. Pope, on behalf of 
the Association, who upheld the Chairman’s views with 
regard to the name, and then discussed the matter of 
prices, It had come under his notice that one man, who 

was undercutting them in the West End, was doing this 
by very questionable methods, being obliged to resort to 
ills and renewals. 

The fourth toast was “ The Visitors,” by Mr. J. Farmer, 
who took this opportunity of discussing the formation 
of a Provident Association, hinting that he thought the 
‘sistance of the visitors wonld not be unacceptable in 

is direction. 

. ~~ was responded to by Mr. Hunting, who began by 
alf deprecating being treated as a visitor, concluding 
¥ returning thanks to the members for their toast. 

t. Mellings also briefly responded. 

we fifth toast was “The Chairman,” by Mr. Jno. A. 

- Dollar, who pointed out the great help rendered to 
re sanetation by this gentleman. He had been among 
abil tst to take the matter up, and his tact and business 

lity had gone a very long way towards bringing the 
seateae present issues. He was sure the Chairman 

st be able to claim relationship to Lord Kitchener, he 
mete a good gift of organization. This toast was 

Th he great acclamation and musically honoured. 

Ro ‘airman feelingly replied that their reception of 
wal a8 So very flattering, it placed him ina very awk- 
expr a and he hardly knew what words to say to 
of ee: 1S appreciation. As regarded being a relation 

that he Kitchener's the only similarity between them 

a dien oa of was that they were each the son of a 
bart | ather, he was proud to say, having taken 

battle of Waterloo. (Cheers.) 

man og toast was “ The Vice-chairman, the Treasu- 
ont the g by Mr. W. E. Taylor, who pointed 
several rendered the association by those 

8 toast was bri 
Mr. ast was briefly responded to by Mr. J. Farmer, 
A. King, and Mr. T. E. Ruston, and a very pleasant 


entertainment terminated with the singing of “ Auld 
Lang Syne” by the assembled company. 
During the evening Mr. Fred Epleth and an array of 
talented artistes greatly conduced to the enjoyment by 
interspersing songs, duets, etc., of a varied charected. 


TUBERCULOSIS AND MILK SUPPLIES. 
IMPORTANT EXPERIMENTS IN CHESHIRE. 


The Cheshire County Council are engaged upon a 
series of important experiments with their cattle at the 
County Dairy Institute at Worleston with a view to 
ascertaining by analysis how far tuberculosis in its pre- 
liminary stages affects the quality of miik, and also 
whether it is possible by veterinary treatment to eradi- 
cate the disease, so that animals not suitable for dairy 
purposes may still be of use for human food. The 
County Council have about 70 head of dairy stock at 
their Dairy Institute, and it is with these that the ex- 
periments are being made. The tuberculin test was 
recently applied, and as a result the temperature of 15 of 
the animals began to rise. These, however, will again be 
tested, and if they do not answer to the test a number 
of them will be sent to the abattoirs to be slaughtered, 
in the presence of experts charged with instructions to 
examine them and report to the County Council. In the 
meantime they have ban isolated, and samples of the 
milk are being sent to Manchester for analysis. In an 
interesting report issued by the organising secretary of 
the Technical Instruction Committee it is set forth that 
these experiments are being carried out in order to try 
and elucidate several points that may be of very material 
importance in regard to cattle affected with the disease— 
as, for example, to determine whether the dealing with 
this disease will prove a very expensive matter to the 
farmer, or only moderately expensive ; whether it will 
entail a heavy loss, or whether the immediate loss need 
only be small and compensated for by future gain. If 
the loss is heavy, it is thought an excellent case can be 
made out to ask the Government that compensation 
should be secured to those stuckowners who would thus 
suffer loss through the application of any regulation that 
it might be found necessary to impose in dealing with 
this disease in the interests of public health. A second 
important point to be considered is—can animals that 
are but slightly affected with tuberculosis be cured? It 
is now pusitively asserted by medical men that consump- 
tion in human beings can be cured, and by parity of 
reasoning it is maintained that there should be no reason 
why tuberculosis should not admit of cure. It has been 
stated that the cost of cure would be greater than that 
of disposing of the animal and replacing it. That is a 

uestion that is considered worth inquiring _ into. 
Festher, there is the important point—Is the disease 
preventable? Are there predisposing causes, such as 
unsatisfactory hygienic surroundings, defective ventila- 
tion, want of cleanliness, or carelessness in feeding, etc., 
which if remedied would go far, if not entirely, to the 
prevention of the disease? The cowhouses and_sur- 
roundings of some of the farmsteads are not so satisfac- 
tory as they ought to be. Much has been done by many 
landlords in providing improved shippons, but much yet 
remains to be done. Another point that has been sug- 
gested for experimenting upon is to test whether the 
injection of the tuberculin will not only identify the 
existence of the disease, but whether regular injections 
at stated and frequent periods for a time will cure or 
eradicate the disease or make the animal proof against 
it. These and several other points will receive attention 
from the Committee charged with dealing wita this 
matter, so that the question may be made as educative 
as possible. It is intended that reports shall be pub- 
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lished from time to time for the use of the communi 
at large, and thus the knowledge acquired from experi- 
ments will be at the disposal of agriculturists to make 
use of as they think fit. The Committee recognise 
that the matter is one that should be approached 
not in a panic, with over-haste, but with great care, care- 
ful judgment and extreme caution, so that while safe- 
uarding the pnblic health on the one hand, unnecessary 
oss may be avoided on the other. A question which 
may involve the more or less gradual extinction of per- 
haps 20 or 30 or even 40 per cent. of the milking cattle 
of the county is of course considered a serious one. It 
is not simply the loss of these cattle that has to be con- 
sidered and faced, but their replacement, and the conse- 
quent loss of produce while such replacement is being 
effected. The experiments of the Cheshire County 
Council will therefore be watched with general interest. 
—Manchester Guardian. 


THE SCOTTISH METROPOLITAN , 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


The annual meeting of this Society was held in the 
Clarendon Hotel, Edinburgh, on Wednesday, March Ist. 
Mr. Boyd, Melrose, the retiring president, in the chair. 
Mr. T. M. Inglis, Forfar, was appointed president for the 
ensuing year, and took the chair accordingly. 

In the course of an address he said they heard a good 
deal about tuberculosis, its prevention and suppression, 
but they had several other F oat that they ought to 
observe and investigate more. The other diseases he re- 
ferred to were so-called milk fever and abortion amongst 
cattle. The more experience he got the more convinced 
he became that septicemia in cows was more common 
than they imagined. He was also convinced that a good 
number of so-called cases of milk fever were nothing else 
than parturient septicemia. This so-called milk fever 
puzzled the majority of practitioners and killed an 
enormous number of valuable cows, and still they did 
not seem to be able to cope with it. He felt that some- 
thing ought to be done to get a firmer grasp of the true 
pathology of the disease, and should this be done their 
treatment would in many cases be easier and more suc- 
cessful. (Applause.) He then pointed out what in his 
opinion predisposed cows to the infection of pyogenic or- 
ganisms. There could be no more favourable oppor- 
tunity for the organisms of this nature to do their work 
than of a puerperal patient in the byre. The air of the 
byre must contain in suspension organisms of every de- 
scription. The manure heaps were always in close 
proximity to the byre, and the drainage in the majority 
of farm byres bad—in fact, could not be more favourable 
for the development of those organisms. As the result 
of numerous investigations their knowledge of certain 
classes of disease was gradually becoming more precise 
and accurate, and the time had now arrived when they 
looked forward to a system of medicine in which by pre- 
vention and curative inoculation they should be able to 
grapple successfully with some of the deadliest forms of 

isease with which they had at present helplessly and 
almost hopelessly to contend. On the motion of Prin- 
cipal Williams, the President was cordially thanked for 
his address. 

Mr. PETER Morr, the hon. sec., read the conclusion of 
his paper, entitled “ Notes by the Way” In the course 
of it he referred to the great advance made in their par- 
ticular line of science by the aid of bacteriology, and also 
to the interest and attention which had been given by 
the Society to the question of tuberculosis in cattle. 
Speaking about the crusade against consumption, he de 
clared that the great cry in connection with that was for 
segregation, to which the public had been educated by 


the veterinary surgeon. He complained of the veterinary 
profession being made subordinate in some respects to the 
medical men ; of the bad treatment to the profession 
generally, and their direct supersedure by amateurs ; and 
the apathy that existed in the profession. 

On the suggestion of Principal Williams, it was agreed 
to have the paper printed in time for discussion at next 
meeting. 

Mr. Berassiens (Edinburgh), referring to tubercu- 
losis, said that while the danger existed he thought it 
had been very much exaggerated. He could not help 
thinking that if the dangers of tuberculosis by ingestion 
had been so great they- would have been a decimated 
race, and been more or less consumptive. In man him- 
self there was a certain amount of resisting power, but 
still man could be placed in conditions that could make 
him a very ready prey to this disease—namely, badly 
housed, badly clothed, ete. In these respects the police 
measures were not half so strict as they might be. He 
did not think that there were 5 per cent. of cows 
affected with tuberculosis in the udder. Speaking from 
his own knowledge, he was sure that the dairymen of 
Edinburgh and the surrounding district, if they were 
liberally and fairly dealt by, were quite prepared to set 
the public mind at rest by subjecting their animals to 
the tuberculin test under certain conditions. (Ap- 
plause). 

Prof. W. O. Wittrams (Edinburgh) said he thought 
the public mind had become too much frightened over 
this subject of tuberculosis. He did not believe that 
more than ] percent. of cows were affected with tuber- 
culosis in the udder. He thought there was far more 
tuberculosis spread in the world frem man to man than 
from animal to man. What they should do was to see 
that the milk—which, he thought, was dangerous—was 
pure. Considering the small number of cows affected 
with tuberculosis, he did not think it would cost the 
Government a very large sum to pay compensation and 
get rid of all the cows that had diseased udders, and then 
they could with safety ask the children to drink the milk. 

This closed the discussion, and the members then dined 
together.— Scotsman. 


HIGHLAND AND AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY. 


The monthly meeting of the directors of the Highland 
and Agricultural Society was held in the Society's offices 
George IV. Bridge, Edinburgh, on Wednesday, March 
Ist—Sir John Gilmour of Montrave, chairman of the 
directors presiding. 

TUBERCULOSIS IN CATTLE. 


The Rev. Dr. Gillespie, Mouswald, moved— "That 
with the view of assisting in eliminating of tuberculosis 
from British herds. it is desirable that a series 0: — 
ments should be carried out in this country “oo : 
similar to those conducted in Denmark by Prof. rd 
that a committee be appointed to consider and oth ; 
to the carrying out of such a series of experiments to 
this Society ; and that the committee be author!s the 
communicate with the Board of Agriculture. we aie 
view of securing their co-operation and assistane Dr. 
such experiments.” In speaking to the motinn, ©) 
Gillespie said the subject of tuberculosis wou lation 
burning one in the immediate future, both in its r aes 
tu human beings and to cattle. Anyone who a was 
of the real state of the case knew that the yong ra 
very prevalent among cattle, and it would | us maiter 
shut their eyes to that fact. It wasa very 
for cattle owners, even though they were : aesit 
farmers. Those who owned pedigree herds, sl 
to sell to foreign customers were met with a very 


difficulty, fur foreign buyers were shutting the 
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closer and closer unless they had some assurance that 
the animals purchased would stand a certain test. He 
therefore thought it extremely desirable to check tuber- 
culosis and get their herds into as healthy a condition as 
possible. Public interest was also being very much 
excited as to the relation uf tuberculosis in cattle to 
tuberculosis in human beings. Influential persons of 
high standing were having their minds directed to that 
phase of the question, and the consumption of meat, and 
especially of milk, would be very much affected if the 
disease were not checked. So long as the farmer alone 
was the sufferer, he would be left very much to suffer ; 
but when the public were affected they would not re- 
main silent, but would take action. The question which 
they had to solve was how best to reduce, if not get quit 
of tuberculosis. There was a consensus of opinion that 
that would not be brought about by “stamping out,” 
even if compensation were paid. That would, undoubt- 
edly involve a very heavy expenditure of money, and 
unfortunately it would mean a very great diminution in 
the number of cattle in this country. He thought suffi- 
cient was known to support the strong presumption that 
the disease could be got quit of by breeding it out, on the 
lan of Prof. Bang and others. That plan was supported 
* the report of the recent Commission on Tuberculosis. 
It had been recommended that the Government should 
supply free tuberculin to veterinary surgeons, with the 
view of leading stock-owners to proceed on the lines of 
Professor Bang’s theory—separating the healthy from 
the unhealthy, and gradually breeding up a sound heid 
without sacrificing young animals. Professor Bang had 
shown that that could be done practically, and he (Dr. Gil- 
lespie) would like to see the experiment carried out in this 
country. For himself, he thoroughly believed in Prof. 
Bang’s theory, but he would like to have his conclusions 
tested in a way that would command the confidence of 
stock-owners. The present position of affairs could not 
allowed to continue. Tuberculin was a very danger- 
ous thing if it was not honestly used. If people were 
to be left free to use tuberculin, and then to re-use it, 
ey were in great danger of leaving the situation open 
to very great abuse, and he thought that phase of the 
matter would compel the Government to take action for 
regulating the use of tuberculin. He highly approved 
of some of the Society’s money being spent on some 
such scheme as this, and he thought also that they had 
4 very good claim on the Government for a grant for 
that nF 0 Whatever Government was in power, 
they would have to face the question, both in the interests 
of human beings and of cattle, and it would be a great 
‘dvantage to them to have the assistance which could be 
tag from practical experiments. Mr. Alexander 
toss, of Knockdon, seconded the {motion, which was 
to.—The Scotsman. 


PUBLIC HEALTH ACTS AMENDMENT BILL. 


Hal very comprehensive Bill to amend the Public 
~ Acts has been introduced into the House of 
Mons by Sir Alfred Hickman. It was down for 
The ge on February 22nd. 
Health ro which is on the principle of the Public 
dite a ct Amendment Act, 1890, adoptive in any one 
the aan consists of a number of clauses, which, with 
mee ri of the Police and Sanitary Committee of the 
Bill ommons, have been added to various private 
Promoted by various sanitary authorities. The 
sting to veterinary surgeons are :-— 
inymen Laundries.—Clause 3 and 4 provide that 
Manglin and washerwomen (including those engaged in 
citcumsr” and of course laundrymen) may, under certain 


remuneration. The 5th enables a medical officer to re- 
quire from a milk purveyor a list of the farms from 
which he obtains his supplies ; and the 6th requires all 
dairymen supplying milk to a district from farms beyond 
that district, to notify to the local authority of the dis- 
trict supplied (why not the M.O.H. as in the Notifica- 
tion Act ?) “all cases of infectious disease amongst per- 
sons engaged in orin connecticn with their dairies.” The 
wording of this clause could easily be improved. It is 
equally important to know of a case or scarlet fever at 
the home of a cow tender or in the house where the milk 
re are washed ; but this does not seem to be provided 
or. 

Diseases of Milch Cows.—We give Clause 7 in full on 
account of its special interest at the present time : 

“ Every dairyman who shall sell the milk of any cow 
to his knowledge affected with tuberculosis or milk (or 
parturient fever shall be liable to a penalty not exceed- 
ing forty shillings. 

he annotated print of the Bill, issued with the name 
of the Town Clerk of Wolverhampton on the back, 
mentions Leicester, Ilford, Leyton, and St. Helens as 
already having this clause. No mention, however, is 
made of Edinburgh and Glasgow, both of which 
similar though somewhat stronger powers, so far, at 
least, as tuberculosis is concerned. The question as to 
what is “milk or parturient fever” is at least as debat- 
able in the cow as in the human subject. Is it intended 
to include the disease known to veterinarians as partu- 
rient apoplexy, though often called by the cowkeeper 
milk fever? It might have been well to add all diseases 
of the udder to those rendering the milk unsaleable. 
The cowtender can generally detect these, and the most 
serious cases of tuberculosis, so far as the public are 
concerned, are those where the udder itself is affected. 
Section 8 requires the notification to the authority of 
the district supplied of “all cases of tuberculosis or 
milk fever,” and the former remarks equally apply.— 
British Medical Journal 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


From The London Gazette : 
Wark Orrice, Patt Matt, March 7. 


A. Olver, gent., to be Vet.-Lieutenant, in succession to 
Veterinary-Major S. Longhurst, F.R.C.V.S., retired. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


WHOSE ADVERTISEMENT ? 


Yorkshire practitioner encloses the following, which is 
frequently appearing in The Yorkshire Post. Is the 
advertisement for the cowkeeper or is it for the veterin- 
ary surgeon? Please insert in Zhe Record then the 
Registration Committee will see what the noble profes- 
sion is coming to. 

AN OLD SUBSCRIBER. 


[ADVERTISEMENT. | 


TUBERCULOSIS IN MILK.—-This is to certify that we, 
the undersigned, have this day examined 54 dairy cows, 
the property of Mr. T. W. Hackney, Leopold Mount, 
Chapeltown Road, Leeds. In our opinion the said 
animals are all perfectly healthy and free from any infec- 
tious or cas disease. 

Signed, G. E. Bowman, M.R.C.V.S., Leeds, and Veter- 
inary Inspector to the Leeds Corporation. . 

W. F. Greenhalgh, M.R.C.V.S., Leeds, Consulting V.S. 
to the Leeds and District Cowkeepers’ Association, and 
Veterinary Inspector Skyrack Division. 


of health ns be required to furnish the medical officer 
with lists of their customers at a fixed rate of 


9th February, 1899. 
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SOME REFORMS REQUIRED IN THE 
VETERINARY PROFESSION. 


Sir, 

It seems to me to be the right thing to ‘nef the 
profession of other, and perbaps worse, evils than simple 
advertising. And it is at the next election of candidates 
for the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons this should be answered. Practitioners! weare in 
the majority! Wake up! act by voting and don’t 
grumble. We have the remedy and let us use it before 
our patience is too far gone. t us remember that our 

rofession can never be compared to the medical and 
egal ; it is principally a commercial profession, and we are 
paid according to the value of our services to the owner 
of our patient. We are employed to save him so much 
loss ; not according to the good we do by alleviating 
pain and suffering. This latter is only a secondary con- 
sideration. Let it be here understood that I am now 
referring to the bulk of the British animal owners, not 
a few of the sentimental and frequently hystgri¢al pet 
dog and pet cat owners. The majority of the public 
some time or other, requires the services of a medica 
man, and frequently that of the lawyer, but how 
many require the veterinary surgeon, or as we are 
frequently sarcastically termed the vet., a slang term, 
the use of which every member of the profession should 
discountenance. Where a district is thickly populated 
there you will find in the main and other thoroughfares 
medical men and solicitors. There may be a veterinary 
surgeon, or none at all living in a district perhaps 
having a score of other professional men. If the vete- 
rinary practitioner is not going to be allowed to insert a 
simple advertisement in a local paper, stating that he 
can be found at such and such an address the public will 
suffer, even if quacks exist. Better allow an open ad- 
vertisement than the sneakish practice of touting by 
foremen of forges belonging to veterinary surgeons, and 
horse-couping and livery-stable keeping practitioners. 
Again, some learned professors and others having a 
position of affluence, whose bread is buttered, imagine 
themselves kings of the castle and say to the poor prac- 
titioners, get down you dirty rascals! They say it is 
disgraceful to advertise. Probably it is, but before they 
a, this propaganda let them look at home ; let them 

now themselves ; let them purify themselves. I sup- 
pose the Royal Veterinary College doesn’t advertise ; 
doesn’t tout. It is above suspicion and cannot be as- 
sailed because it takes fees from poor students to feed 
the well-fed professors, and then say to the newly-fledged 
—— ; “Weare going to compete with you but the 

ifference is this, we are going to advertise to do work 
at one-quarter to one-half less than you, and you must 
not advertise because it looks disgraceful from a_profes- 
sional point of view.” What is good for the goose is 
good for the gander! If the poor practitioner who only 
wants to exist cannot live, is he to be treated thus. Then 
I say it is disgraceful of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons to allow the professors to use their diplomas 
to further the interest of such an instruction that cuts 
down the fees of the professioa. Just fancy £2 2s. only 
is charged for the examination of five horses, when 

robably some practitioners would earn £5 5s. to £10 10s. 
or the same amount of labour. Therefore, from £3 3s. 
to £8 8s. is lost to the profession. 

We now come to the tradesman practitioner, whether 
he is a so-called veterinary farrier, veterinary jobmaster, 
veterinary horse-couper or probably veterinary horse- 
chaunter. Would it not be better to the profession to 
have practitioners in it who advertise their professional 
ability than to have many men in it who are tradesmen 


‘veterinary practitioners. We want to raise ourselves 


to the level of other professional men, but we cannot as 
long as we allow men to carry on trade under our di- 


loma. We cannot be tradesmen and professionals too, 
any will say yes, we can, but the answer only come 
from those having interest in the trades mentioned 
above. They would only be speaking from a mercenary 
and not from a professional, point of view. Some will 
say that to keep a forge is beneficial to the horse : shoe. 
ing is a branch of hygiene. Sotheyare. But how many 
ractitioners keeping forges superintend the shoeing of 
orses. A tailoring, bootmaking, shirtmaking, etc., busi- 
ness is a branch of human hygiene, therefore a medical 
man ought to superintend this branch. Just as much 
argument for this latter as for the former. A shoeing 
forge is a good, perhaps one of the best, advertisements ; 
it probably monopolises the district. Mr. Veterinary 
says if I take this forge and that forge I can starve out 
all comers, I shall have the monopoly. If I shoe the 
horse I shall attend him during sickness. Many men 
will even do work that cannot pay just to do the vete- 
rinary work. They encroach on another man’s ground. 
If the farrier has had to spend his time in acquiring skill 
to shoe horses he should have the fruits of his labour, 
and not have to compete with a man unskilled in farriery. 
We take good care not to let farriers and others poach 
on our preserves, but some of the profession are avarici- 
ous s® far as theirs is concerned. If a man cannot get 
his living at his profession he should throw it up and 
follow something more remunerative. Finally, if a man 
keeps a forge and does not tout himself, his foreman can 
and frequently does. Then as to horse-dealing, I have 
no objection to a man being a horse-dealer, but as no 
man can serve God and mammon, a professional mat 
cannot be an expert and a dealer too. If he attempts to 
combine the two he brings down public condemnation 
of our profession. We are privileged by the public to act 
as experts ; they granted us an Act to protect them and, 
in return, we ought to give them some guarantee that 
they are safeguarded from professional abuse. It 1s 
known to some in the profession that we have some met 
in it who are ruled up with horse-chaunting. But it's 
difficult to prove this without aid of the public. 

If we were tu be more united and carry out our motto 
there would be plenty of living for us all, but not if mea 
work for nothing just to keep another out. We have the 
position in our own hands, and if we have no respect for 
ourselves the public will have none for us. | The very 
men who say the profession isn’t worth following are the 
very men who debase it. On one thing we all ought to 
be united and that is the fees for the examination ° 
horses as to soundness. We ought to base our minimut 
charge on the value of animal examined, say 10s. 6d. for 
a horse worth from £20 to £30 ; £1 1s. for £30 to £5); 
£2 2s. for £100 to £200. By charging good fees we 
should not to do so much work, and consequently a 
others some employment. At the present time we be 
worse than the British mechanic who well knows © “ 
unity is. Let us take a lessor from him and attempt 
put it into practice at our next election. Only vote al. 
those that are willing to attempt to bring about we 
needed reforms, and not for those who love to display 
their oratorical yet fruitless power — ve 
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f all matters 
We shall be obliged by early intelligence © pg 
worth bringing under the notice of the profession. * 


rom 
thankful to any friends who may send us cuttings 


| local papers containing facts of interest. 
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